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traffic. Some young women, in particular, came
off to the boat, bringing a calabash of palm-wine
in each hand, and treading the water so soon as
they were out of their depth. These they con-
trived to deliver safe, without the wine becoming
in the slightest degree impregnated with the briny
wave. One of these females, having been taken
into the boat, began to ingratiate herself into the
favour of an honest tar, who, nothing loath, seated
her near him, with his arm around her neck. At
this juncture, the boat beginning to move, she
made a sudden plunge over the side, and nearly
carried the astonished seaman into the water; in
short, he only escaped a good ducking by laying
fast hold of the seat. The lady now, in an instant,
dived under the boat, and, reappearing at some
distance on the opposite side, swam, laughing, to
the shore, evidently much amused at Jack's surprise
and disappointment.

This was not the only instance Mr. Jeffery met
with of the superior talents of the fair sex, in
swimming and diving. On one occasion, having
thrown into the sea a few small pieces of iron which
.had been rejected in barter, a number of natives
of both sexes dashed after them, with a view to
their recovery, when it was evident that the females
were the more active and successful.

To elucidate more fully the character of the
native women, I shall conclude my account of
them with the details of an occurrence which